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Letter Accepting Morton H.
Halperin’s Withdrawal as a Nominee
To Be an Assistant Secretary of
Defense
January 10, 1994

Dear Mort:
I have received your letter asking that I

not resubmit your nomination to be Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Democracy and
Peacekeeping. With deep appreciation for
your willingness to serve our country and
with real regret, I accept your request.

Yours is a superb record of service and ac-
complishment dating back over 30 years.
Your qualifications speak for themselves, and
I am pleased to hear that your willingness
to serve my Administration continues
unabated.

At the same time, I appreciate your under-
standing of the circumstances involved in a
new Secretary of Defense coming on board
and the tradition of Cabinet officers having
the freedom to select subordinates.

I am confident that this Administration
will continue to benefit from your talent and
counsel and hope that you will be available
for other suitable assignments.

Sincerely,
Bill Clinton

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
made available Mr. Halperin’s letter requesting
that his nomination to be Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Democracy and Peacekeeping be
withdrawn.

Remarks to the American Business
Community in Brussels
January 11, 1994

Thank you very much. Thank you, Jim, and
good morning ladies and gentlemen. I got
here in time to hear the last several moments
of the Secretary of State’s remarks and all
that stuff where he was bragging on me, and
it reminded me of Clinton’s fourth law of
politics, which is whenever possible, be pre-
ceded on the platform by someone you’ve
appointed to an important position. [Laugh-
ter]

Nonetheless, we did have a good day yes-
terday—the United States did—and I think

the Atlantic alliance did. I came here to Eu-
rope hoping that together we might begin
to realize the full promise of the end of the
cold war, recognizing clearly that this is a dif-
ficult economic time in Europe, there are
still profound difficulties in the United
States, and that is having an impact on the
politics of Europe and of the United States
and of what we might do.

Nonetheless, it seemed to me that the time
had come to try to define, here on the verge
of the 21st century, what the elements of a
new security in Europe and in the United
States should be in the aftermath of the cold
war, one premised not on the division of Eu-
rope but on the possibility of its integration,
its political integration around democracies,
its economic integration around market eco-
nomics, and its defense integration around
mutual defense cooperation.

Yesterday when the NATO alliance adopt-
ed the concept of the Partnership For Peace,
we did what I believe history will record as
a very important thing. We opened up the
possibility of expanded NATO membership
to nations to our East, not only all the former
Warsaw Pact countries but also other non-
NATO members in Europe, all who wish to
begin to work on joint planning and oper-
ations with us and to work toward being able
to assume the full responsibilities of mem-
bership. But we did it in a way by opening
up the possibility to everyone and making no
decisions now. We did it in a way that did
not have the United States and NATO pre-
maturely drawing another line in Europe to
divide it in a different way but instead gave
us a chance to work for the best possible fu-
ture for Europe one that includes not only
the countries of Eastern Europe but also
countries that were part of the former Soviet
Union and, indeed, Russia itself. So we have
made, I think, a very good beginning in the
right way.

We also are going to have today the first
summit with the European Union after the
ratification of the Maastricht Treaty to begin
to talk about what we can do together to re-
build the rate of economic growth and oppor-
tunity here and throughout the world.

Our firms, our American firms, are deeply
woven into the fabric of Europe’s economies.
Over 60 percent of all the overseas profits
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